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Nara's Great Buddha Gets a Once-a-
Year Dusting
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Every year, the Great Buddha of Todaiji Temple in Nara receives a thorough cleaning. On

August 7, about 170 monks and other participants took part in the annual Omi Nugui
ceremony.

They carefully removed every speck of dust from the temple's principal object of worship.

This summer tradition sweeps away a year's worth of buildup and restores the statue's deep
black luster.

Preparations began early in the morning. Participants purified themselves in the bathhouse
and dressed in white garments. After the hakken ritual, which symbolically releases the

Buddha's spirit, and a round of sutra chanting, they boarded gondolas suspended from the
ceiling.

Continued on next page.
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From there, they dusted the Buddha's face and shoulders, which rise some 15 meters
(around 50 ft) high. The temple floor and the central gate were also cleaned.

Hiroyuki Onagi, a self-employed visitor from Osaka City, gazed up at the statue. "It's such a
rare sight — seeing monks clean a Buddha statue from gondolas hanging from the ceiling,"

he said.

Source: Nara's Great Buddha Gets a Once-a-Year Dusting
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1.thorough ®EML. T£K

We made thorough preparations for our trip to Colorado.

2.restore (B - =ffifm - REBLGEZE) TITRY. BESES

It took years to restore the Rembrandt painting to its original beauty.
3.purify (D& -BGEEE) FHD

Washing your hands at the entrance to a temple is a way to purify yourself.
4.gondola #¥HAIVFZ

When we went skiing, we rode a gondola to the top of the mountain.
S5.dust [BEE] IFCYZEHLD

Before the guests came over, | carefully dusted and vacuumed the house.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What happens every year at Todaiji Temple in Nara ?
2. How do the participants get ready for the event?
3. What do they do they do during the main part of the event?

4. Have you ever visited Todaiji Temple or other spots in Nara Park? If
so, what did you do, and what was it like? If not, would you like to?

5. Do you do any special cleaning during the year?
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