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Consider the Increasing Bear Attacks an
Emergency
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Cases of bear-related physical harm to humans in Japan are becoming more serious.
Around 80 people have been injured, and more than a dozen have already died this fiscal
year. The numbers surpass the previous record of six deaths in FY 2023. Moreover, human
injuries from these wild animals are occurring under different circumstances from the past.

In years past, most attacks involved people who had gone into the mountains to pick wild
vegetables, where they encountered bears in the wild. However, in recent years, bears have
been intruding upon populated areas. Consequently, "urban bear" incidents resulting in
injuries to people in residential and commercial areas have become more prominent.

The situation has worsened considerably in 2025, with reports of bears attacking people
throughout a wide swath of the country. This change is quite disturbing.

Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

On October 30, the Takaichi Cabinet held a ministerial meeting to consider countermeasures
for addressing the bear problem. Representatives from eight ministries participated, including
the Ministry of the Environment. Implementation of comprehensive bear control measures
will require close cooperation between the central government and local governments.

The background to this abnormal situation is complex. This year (2025), there is a poor
harvest of nuts, such as beech nuts. That has left scarce mountain sources for the foods the
bears rely on. At the same time, the number of deer and other wild animals has been
increasing. Furthermore, there are signs that Asiatic black bears are becoming more
carnivorous as they increasingly eat the carcasses of other animals.

There is also a problem with deteriorating forest environments, which may be a factor
behind the attack on humans. Renewable energy projects, such as mega solar and wind
power generation, have expanded significantly in the name of decarbonization. Solar panels
covering the mountainsides are compressing bear habitats. The government should also
investigate the possibility that the low-frequency noise emitted by giant wind turbines is
robbing the mountainous countryside of its tranquility.

The revised Wildlife Protection and Management Act allows mayors of cities, towns, and
villages to order emergency hunting with guns against threatening bears that appear in urban
areas. However, the pool of experienced hunters is aging, and the response system is weak.
Hopefully, the national and local governments will support local communities that are
affected, including by fostering professionals capable of dealing with the problem.

At the request of Akita Prefecture, Self-Defense Force units have even been deployed.
Instead of actually killing bears, they will support local efforts with box traps and the disposal
of bears killed by hunting association members.

Time is of the essence. In this case, it is appropriate to deploy the Self-Defense Forces, as
they have rapid response and organizational strength. But let us not forget that the SDF must
prepare through intensive training to face enemies stronger than bears. For 2026 onward,
there should be a system that mobilizes local government officials and police officers instead
of relying on the SDF.

Measures to prevent bears from coming into inhabited areas are also necessary. For
example, fruit trees in settled communities attract bears. Steps need to be taken to deter
bears in those areas, including installing electric fences and monitoring devices. Mowing the
grass along riverbanks, which bears often pass through when they enter urban areas, could
also help.

The important thing is to reestablish a zone separating the habitats of humans and bears.
Locally and nationally, anyone with applicable ecological and local knowledge should be
mobilized.

Source: Consider the Increasing Bear Attacks an Emergency
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1. residential F=E®D. BERAD

Please drive carefully through residential areas.

2.complex #E#74

Mason is solving complex problems in his college science classes.

3. factor ZER

Preparation and careful planning are important factors in having a successful
business.

4.inhabited AMMEA TS

Most of the small islands near my hometown are not inhabited.
S.install ®HEJI 5. EAT D

Over the weekend, Nobu installed three smoke alarms in his apartment.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. How serious is the bear situation? Include details from the article.
2. What are some possible causes of the bear attacks?
3. What does the writer suggest doing to stop the attacks?

4. Which of the possible causes of the bear attacks do you think is the
most likely? Why?

5. Of the solutions that the writer mentioned, what do you think would
be the most effective? Why?

AEM(E. —RHEEEAT /(S T4 D— REBEEE, HRRSHERTSHILKDHFFEEST. BRI -T2 — 2 IORRARUMEEL TLET,
TFR bR - BIMERZEZECFI.



o TESE

w5~ x JAPAN FORWARD e

EEEPILs

4 SRTIIIWE BIFERFCTHEREDL

IRNICEDAEHBENREZMEL TV D, SEEDRERITIONL LT, RELE >-RHSEED6A
ZEES, ADHEICESIKEAREERLDRITEE LY,

ADOTRURRY BETWICASFANI T EEEL TEODNSERNEL oz, ENDEERLY
IHNANDEZFBIZAY, MM TAZEDFTET—NIUATEENBILDL ST o1,

SERFSHIC—RZEBA. AZESTINEHMTHRSESND, COXRELATIEHMNY T,

EmEREENEFI0OA30R., REELGESETICL SV IHKOBEEREZR V-, BIAKEDEE
EEICHMYGAL, BFZZEITTEENGEI IR RICMYBATE 5LV,

REZROEREMH., TTORLGEDBRREOXETILUDEAZ L B2tz MATYHEE
AEBIL, YX/DIIDBNRBRERRLILICHERELF (L2S) 2RHTLSKELH D,

AZESTHICIE, FHRREOLELILERLTOSDTHELD, BEFRREIRILF—IZ XL DiERE
DEDHLEITATY—F—PRAARBDHEAAZ L, EXREOHET HERARENRILDFHITS
ZE. WNZEBS KBANRRILNIIDEREZEEL TWSAIREMZBRFIHRET NETH 5.

WESERRETHEAT, MEMICHZLEZITIIHT S REHR) Z2HHHRMETRTES LD
[CHE ot N B2 —DEEEAEA,. BIISEGIFIRSE (EWCe) 2, BEBBREKRITENFE
REEOHTHIHZI A TIELLY,

MBAROEFZTHEKRLHE TS LB o1z, IXDRETEE L. FHRHRELHREMNERR
LEEARORELG EEXET S, BEREET D, BN, BENZATLE8/BEOEEIER AT,
L. BREREBELWVEEZEL, V&Y LRUVVNBRICHEAGTREG R0, KELURIEE
BRITKEFET. BARBECEREZHET HRHEREALIREL,

IIDPABIZEBENESICT HRRLBER, BILORB LT EOFTRFRZEEL., BEXMOERE
BZEZERLEL, IIVTEMICEAT SRISESANEDENY R,

REIZHL<

HEE: BRTDIVIHEE BFZEITFTHERD &
JAPAN Forward

AEM(E, —RHEEEAS /(S T4 D— RIEERE, RXSHERTYILKDHHEZE T ERE1 -2 S -2 I%ASHMREL TLET,
TFR bR - BIMERZEZECFI.


https://japan-forward.com/ja/consider-the-increasing-bear-attacks-an-emergency/

o TESE

E—r:i X JAPAN FURWARD‘\ Weekly News Digest

== ZTa1—RTA ARV I B
EE5EPIus

4 SRTIIIWE BIFERFCTHEREDL

RELGIEIX. THEHOBEE] TLDAANEITDE () #ARITTHS, ERFZLEMBOIMEZE

wEgE L Ta-YU =Ly,

Hit : BRTDIIOIHE BHEETTHRBRHE

JAPAN Forward
RIS, —BHEEAS YIS T A4 D— REEEME, MRARIUERTSHILLDHFEZE T, ERE1 - S— 2 I%ARMMREL TVET

THR bR - BMETERZE<EUERT,


https://japan-forward.com/ja/consider-the-increasing-bear-attacks-an-emergency/

