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A Riverbed Hot Spring, Open Only in
Winter
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

The outdoor bath in Wakayama, open until the end of February, invites visitors to soak for
free in a hot spring that bubbles up directly from the riverbed.

Kawayu Onsen in Tanabe, Wakayama Prefecture, is famous for its hot springs that bubble
up directly from the riverbed. Its winter-only open-air bath, known as the Sennin-buro
(Hermit's Bath), opened along the river on December 1. The bath will be open to the public

free of charge through the end of February 2026. It is a mixed-gender hot spring, and visitors
are required to wear swimsuits.

An organizing committee made up of the local tourism association and other groups
temporarily dammed part of the river to create the bath. It measures about 30 meters
(around 98 feet) wide and 10 meters deep.

Continued on next page.

Source: A Riverbed Hot Spring, Open Only in Winter

Japan Forward
REME, —BHEEAS YIS T A4 D— REEEME, MRARIUERTSHILLDHFEZE T, ERE1 -2 S— 2 IR wmEL CLE I .

THR bR - BMETERZE<EUERT,


https://japan-forward.com/hidden-wonders-a-riverbed-hot-spring-open-only-in-winter/

@, FESE BAZRETIEAD

s> x  JAPAN FORWARD ™ Weekly News Digest

EEEPIus”

1_ Article

‘A Special Experience'

On opening day, a local Buddhist priest offered prayers for safety during the season.
Representatives from nearby lodging facilities then poured sacred sake into the bath.
Visitors entered the water together, and clouds of steam drifted across the riverbank.

"We've been seeing more foreign visitors in recent years," said Shinichi Shiba, 66, head of
the organizing committee. "Soaking in the bath under a star-filled sky, surrounded by nature,
is a special experience. We want people across Japan to discover the charm of the Sennin-
buro."
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. committee FETER
The committee will meet again next week.

2. temporarily  —B#IC
The website was temporarily unavailable.

3. representatives XKE (f=5)
Representatives from each team joined the meeting.

4.sacred  fHERZS
The priest used sacred items during the ritual.

5.charm #&h., 415
Her charm made everyone feel relaxed.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

What prefecture is Kawayu Onsen located in?

What is the winter-only open-air bath called?

What do visitors have to wear when using the bath?

Would you like to try a hot spring that is only open in winter?
Why or why not?

5. What do you think about mixed-gender hot springs where people
wear swimsuits?
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