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An Italian Shop in Rome Is Behind 17
Academy Awards
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

In many movies, the clothing the actors wear is an important part of the story. In Rome, there
is a workshop that has been a big part of Italian and international film history for 60 years.

Tirelli Costumes in Rome’s Prati neighborhood is an atelier, a business that makes special
clothing and costumes. It has earned the nickname the “Oscar tailor’s shop” for its work in
film costume design. An “Oscar” is another name for an award from the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences.

Umberto Tirelli started the shop in November 1964. It has been behind 17 Academy Awards
for best costume design. Most recently, its workers helped create the costumes for Ridley
Scott's movie Napoleon. The film’s costume designers were nominated for an Oscar that
will be decided at the Academy Awards in Hollywood this weekend.
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“Maybe it will win! Let’s add another medal to the medal collection,” the shop's current
head, Dino Trappetti, told The Associated Press. “Of course, the Oscar is not won by the
tailor’s shop, the Oscar is won by the costume designer. But the tailor’s shop has the merit
and the honor of having participated to make it win.”

The beginning of the atelier started with Tirelli’'s passion for collecting old clothes. He
searched for clothing in houses of nobility and flea markets worldwide. He slowly built a
collection that now has more than 15,000 real pieces of clothing that date from 1750 to 1980.

At the start, the shop had “a sewing machine, two cutters and two other seamstresses,”
Trappetti said.

Today, the headquarters of Tirelli Costumes has mannequins wearing some of the atelier's
most famous creations: A pink flowered outfit that actor Tom Hulce wore as Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart in Amadeus, and the red outfit Michelle Pfeiffer wore in The Age of
Innocence. The designers of each of those pieces of clothing won Oscars.

After the 1984 costume design Oscar for Amadeus, Tirelli could have accepted many
international projects “because the market was immediately interested," Trappetti said. But
Tirelli, who died in 1990, was not sure.

Trappetti remembered him saying: “I'm not going to America. If America wants, America will
come looking for me.”

Over 60 years, the tailor’s shop has created more than 300,000 costumes that are now
stored near Rome. Costume designers come for ideas and historical information. They also
come for hand-cut, hand-sewn creations by the team of Tirelli workers.

“You can’t make those costumes in a factory. In a factory you can make films with robots,
futuristic or fantasy," Trappetti said.” ‘But these things have to be made by hand.”

Dan Novak adapted this story for VOA Learning English based on reporting by The Associated Press.

Source: An Italian Shop in Rome Is Behind 17 Academy Awards
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2 . Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. atelier (n.) aroom or space where artists work and make things
The painter set up his atelier to make art for next month’s art show.

5. nominate (v.) to pick someone for a possible award or position
Ginny’s sister was nominated for high school class president.

4. collection (n.) a group of items gathered together
The museum’s collection of coins filled several display cases.

2. current (adj.) present or happening now
The current temperature outside is near freezing, so be careful about what you wear.

3. headquarters (n.) the main office of an organization or company
The company moved its headguarters to a larger building downtown.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. How did Tirelli start his business?
2. Which famous movies have used Tirelli costumes?
3. How many costumes has the tailor’s shop created over 60 years?

4. Why do you think people respect handmade work more in some arts than machine-
made work?

5. How could local traditions influence international films through costume design?
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