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Japan's Figure Skating Gold Pair Open
Up on Incredible Comeback
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Riku Miura and Ryuichi Kihara, who won Japan's first-ever Olympic gold medal in pairs
figure skating at the 2026 Milan Cortina Winter Olympics, held a press conference on
February 25 at the Japan National Press Club in Tokyo.

Affectionately known in Japan as "Rikuryu,"” the pair looked back on their sensational
comeback after placing fifth in the short program. Kihara expressed his gratitude to Miura,
saying, "She helped me regain a strong state of mind."

After fumbling a lift element in the short program, Kihara admitted that "a comeback seemed
almost impossible.” Even on the morning of the free skate the next day, he could not stop
crying. What lifted his spirits was a message Miura had written on the container of the stick-
on moxibustion patches they share: "We've got this."

Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

Encouraged by those words, Kihara washed his face in the restroom, told Miura, "I'm OK
now," and headed into the free skate. There, the duo delivered a stunning performance that
earned a world-record pairs score of 158.13 points, securing the gold medal.

Reflecting on the moment, Kihara said, "This shows the bond we've built over seven years."
Miura nodded in agreement and added, "What matters most is how you reset and move
forward. That mistake helped us grow tremendously."

They also said they were surprised by the warm welcome they received at the airport upon
returning to Japan. "l couldn't believe it was real,” Kihara said. "If Urashima Taro existed, this
might be how he felt." (Urashima Taro is a folktale hero who returns home after visiting an
undersea palace, only to find many years have passed.)

As for whether they will aim for the next Olympics four years from now, both said the
decision remains undecided. Miura was firm, however: "When Kihara retires, I'll retire too. |
would never continue skating with a different partner.” Looking ahead, the pair said they
hope to become coaches and help strengthen pairs skating in Japan.

When asked about the nature of their relationship, Kihara replied, "Comrades in battle?"
Miura followed with, "It goes beyond that — more like family."

The two then smiled and said in unison, "We'll leave that to your imagination,” bringing the
press conference to a close.
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. expressed XBHT S
Diane expressed her opinion clearly during the town hall meeting.

2.regain MYRY
After months of rest, Yuki worked hard to regain her strength and return to work.

3. encourage FIET
Encouraged by her teacher’s kind words, Hiroko decided to try the difficult exam again.

4.secure RT3

Helena worked two part-time jobs, securing enough money to pay her rent.

5. reflect #ik Y 1R %
Reflecting on his childhood, Joe realized how much his parents had supported him.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What place did they finish in after the short program?

2. What message did Miura write that helped Kihara before the free
skate?

3. What do they hope to do in the future to help pairs skating in Japan?

4. Do you think athletes should always stay with the same partner?
Why or why not?

5. How can mistakes help people grow stronger in sports or in your
own life?

AEME —RAEEAS VIO T4 D— RHEEHE, MRASUHERT SIILLDHFEZS T ERE1 2SI/ ASAMMREL TVET.
TFR bR - BIMERZEZECFI.



o TESE

w5~ x JAPAN FORWARD e

EEEPILs

4 BARVDEAFIIVRT, FHOFEERREE

5/ - ANTAFTEFREH D I A X127 R7— bRT7THARBYDEA FILIZEWN TULC Y
1 SE=HER (UL) . KEFE—M (KTYIL—7) H»2A258. BRE - AEETO BAREEY
JTeR, va—+7J0O5 5L (SP) SN LDKRFEZFRY R KEIE TH5—F, #ELK
BIZERLEB T N] EZF~ADRBEZOIC LT,

SPTREDY 7 MIKBLE-KEF MFERIFE®E LN E—RATEIV—HALELLRMNLEFES
BINof=h. AT RHEZ2 M4 TD TER] OBRFICZHMNE L [R5 R ALK OXFE
RTE&R., M UTEZELD, ZHIC T 5KXX] EEFTHRALD ) —THREKRSD
158 - 13 &Y —7 LTIERZ2h AT,

REF TENDWTERBEA LT TELR] ERYIRY ., ZFE TESYIYBRZTEROHID—FRYL
AN BERECHRSETIN] E50F V=,

IRERFOEETCOREUICITEN-ZS5T RELZOM R, &, FHERBIALL=E, 5LV
SELLEOMNE] EXRE,

AFZRORERTHZBHIEITNEEBITKEL LV, ZHFF TRKIREFASRT S & ZIEFAL5IR
5. EIANEHMATHITSZ EITRRAICAEL] LS. FEMICEIERATORTRIEAN, EBHIC
HEEHEZBET LV,

BMEE TRIEN2ADBERESRABMVIZEIRES MBR?1 . @S TThEBA TS,
REAT-N] ERLCEER, £5-oT ICTBRRICEEELET] LXETEL, SRZHOIC o1,

HEE : BRYDOEA ZIRT ., FHOFEBZEEES
Japan Forward

AEME. —RAEEAS VIO T4 D— RHEEHE, MRASUHERT SIILLDHFEZS T ERE1 Y2 S— 2 IB/ARHAMMREL TVET.
TFR bR - BIMERZEZECFI.


https://japan-forward.com/japans-figure-skating-gold-pair-open-up-on-incredible-comeback/

