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What Japanese Children Want to Be:
Career Choices by Age Group
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

A survey by the Gakken Educational Research Institute found that the top dream job among
Japanese elementary school students is "online content creator.” By middle and high school,

however, "company employee” and "civil servant” topped the rankings — perhaps a telling
shift from childhood aspiration to practical thinking.

The survey was conducted with support from the marketing research firm Net Asia. It
included 1,200 preschoolers, 1,200 elementary school students, 600 junior high students,
and 600 high school students, along with their guardians. This year, the questionnaire shifted

from multiple-choice to open-ended questions, giving children more room to express their
thoughts.

Continued on next page.

Source: What Japanese Children Want to Be: Career Choices by Age Group
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1_ Article

Among elementary school students, nearly 10% of responses named "online content creator"
as their dream job — up from second place in 2025, when "pastry chef" topped the list. The
rise likely reflects the growing influence of platforms like YouTube. "Pastry chef" slipped to
second this year, followed by more traditional choices: police officer, schoolteacher, and
doctor.

Middle and high school students painted a different picture. Both groups favored stability,
with "company employee," "civil servant,” and "schoolteacher” claiming the top three spots in
the same order for both age groups. Engineers and programmers rounded out the top five,
reflecting the growing appeal of tech careers.

Natsuko Kawada, Director of the Gakken Educational Research Institute, commented:
"Among elementary school students, the popularity of online content creators, such as
YouTubers, continues. As children grow into junior high and high school, more realistic
occupations, like company employees, tend to rise in the rankings."

She added: "A notable feature this year is that engineers and programmers have secured a
stable position among high school students. The diversity of desired professions reflects just
how much the range of careers available today has grown."

Among preschoolers, "pastry chef" and "police officer" shared the top spot, followed by
"firefighter” in third. Rounding out the top five were anime characters and singers/idols.

Source: What Japanese Children Want to Be: Career Choices by Age Group
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. survey FAE
The sporting goods company made a survey to understand customer needs.

2. reflect RBE9 %
The stories from each time reflect the hopes and fears of the people at that time.

3.influence #&%#5x2 5%
Advertising can influence people’s choices.

4. traditional {=#E#I7S
Yuka and Seiji wore traditional clothes at the summer festival.

5. stable &% L 1=
Aiko wants a stable job in the future.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. How was the style of the questionnaire different this year?

2. What jobs were popular among Japanese elementary school
students?

3. What jobs were popular among middle and high school students?
4. Why do you think children’s dream jobs change as they grow older?

5. Do you think being an online content creator is a good career? Why
or why not?
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Dream Jobs by Age

Preschoolers

Onllne content Company Company
1 Pastry chef 1 cron o employee 0 1 emp oye

Police offi 2 Civil servah .. :
«f%l}j{; 2 Pastry chef 2 Civilserv
3 Firefighter 3 3 school teacher - PEE—
Police offlcex
4  Anime or other - Engineer / Nurss
characters 4 Programmer /
School redcher Onllgne content Engi
5 . _ L creator / Doctor § ngineer /
Singer / Idol 5 Doctor Programmer

HE : FROF. MEEDLE TRy FREEI HEHHO/NTs VIR 54 A

Japan Forward
REME, —BHEEAS YIS T A4 D— REEEME, MRAIUERTSHILLDHFEZE T, ERE1 - S— 2 I%ARMMMREL TVET,
THFR SOEIERE - BMUTEAEE<ZEUET,


https://japan-forward.com/ja/what-japanese-children-want-to-be-career-choices-by-age-group/

