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Sanctioned Tanker Carrying Russian
Crude Set to Reach Ehime Port
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

A tanker carrying Russian crude olil is expected to arrive at Kikuma Port in Ehime Prefecture
on May 2. Amid disruptions in Middle Eastern crude procurement, this is expected to be the
first import of Russian crude since the closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

The vessel, Voyager, is under sanctions from multiple jurisdictions including the United
States and the European Union. However, the crude it is carrying is believed to come from

the Sakhalin 2 oil and gas project in Russia's Far East, which is exempt from Western
sanctions.

The oil is expected to be delivered to facilities operated by Taiyo Oil near the port. The
company previously received a shipment via the same vessel in June last year.

Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

A spokesperson for Taiyo Oil said the shipment was made following a request from Japan’s
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI). The company said it understood the cargo
was not subject to sanctions and noted it had suspended imports of Russian crude after
Moscow's invasion of Ukraine in 2022, resuming only under government instruction.

An official from METI's Agency for Natural Resources and Energy said that, amid growing
tensions in the Middle East, even limited volumes of Russian crude would contribute to
Japan's energy stability. The official added that Japan had consulted with the United States
and confirmed that imports linked to Sakhalin 2 do not present a sanctions risk.

According to vessel-tracking data, the Voyager left Prigorodnoye in Sakhalin on April 24,
passed through the Sea of Japan, and travelled through waters off southern Japan before
approaching the Osumi Strait near Kagoshima as of May 1. It is scheduled to arrive at
Kikuma Port on the evening of May 2.

The Oman-flagged tanker was built in 2019 and was designated a sanctions target by the US
Treasury in January 2025 in connection with Russia's invasion of Ukraine. It was later added
to EU sanctions lists.

Japan continues to import liquefied natural gas (LNG) from Sakhalin 2. Because oil and gas
fields often produce crude oil alongside natural gas, crude oil is also being shipped as a
byproduct of the project.

An official from the energy agency said that if the closure of the Strait of Hormuz continues,
any decision on resuming imports of Russian crude oil outside Sakhalin 2 would be made
"based on national interest and a comprehensive assessment.”
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. closure FfsH
The sudden closure of the bridge caused long traffic delays.

2. sanction %k
The skier could not participate in the competition because of international sanctions.

3. facility %
The biological research facility was built just outside the city.

4. contribute E#kT 5
Daily exercise can contribute to better sleep.

5. stability &5
The bus tour company worked hard to maintain financial stability.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Why is this oil shipment important for Japan?

2. Why does Japan consider Sakhalin 2 oil different from other Russian
crude oil?

3. What did METI say about the role of Russian crude oil imports?

4. Do you think Japan should import energy from countries under
sanctions if energy supplies become unstable?

5. What are some risks of depending too heavily on one region for
energy imports?
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