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‘Irises’ Screens as Depicted by Two
Painters at Tokyo Exhibition
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

At Nezu Museum in Omotesando, Tokyo, the exhibition "The Korin School: The Irises and
Ogata Korin's Followers" is running through May 10. Every year around this time, the
museum displays Ogata Korin's Irises screens, a Japanese national treasure. Please note
that photography is prohibited inside the exhibition hall during the exhibition period.

This year's highlight is the display of a lesser-known set of screens by Korin's disciple,
Watanabe Shiko, lent by the Cleveland Museum of Art.

Watanabe's work is displayed side by side with Korin's in the museum's longest display case,
creating a truly impressive sight.

While both feature irises on a gold background, the painting styles, expressions, and overall
compositions of the two artists are quite different. Each is a magnificent piece of work, and
it's unlikely that they will ever be seen together again.

Continued on next page.

Source: Irises' Screens as Depicted by Two Painters at Tokyo Exhibition
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1_ Article

American art lovers who saw the screens in Cleveland will surely be surprised to see this
parallel exhibition at the Nezu Museum. The fact that two different Irises screen paintings are
held in Japan and the United States is a wonderful example of artistic exchange between the
two countries.

Walking through the gardens adjacent to the museum, one is struck by the tranquility,
wondering if they are truly in Tokyo. During this season, real irises also bloom in the pond.
The Nezu Museum has begun showing them on its website and social media.

Enjoying seasonal flowers—not just cherry blossoms—is one way Japanese people
appreciate everyday life. Experiencing the seasons not only through real flowers but also
through those depicted in art and crafts is something truly special, and worth trying at various
locations across Japan.

To ensure smooth entry, online reservations through the museum's website are strongly
recommended.

Source: Irises' Screens as Depicted by Two Painters at Tokyo Exhibition
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. exhibition B r&
The exhibition of street art attracted many visitors to the museum.

2. disciple BF
The young Italian chef trained as a disciple under a master for three years.

3. composition {Ef
Three new compositions were released by the painter in time for the art show.

4. adjacent [EHE®D
There is a huge park adjacent to the school, and it has bike paths and hiking trails.

5. tranquility #(+ &
Jessica enjoyed the tranguility and the cool air of the early morning.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What is special about how the two sets of screens are displayed?
2. What natural scene can visitors enjoy in the museum garden?

3. What does the museum recommend visitors do before coming?

4. Why do you think seeing two similar artworks together can be
interesting?

5. How do you usually enjoy seasonal changes in your daily life?
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