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Noto Satoyama Airport in Wajima, Ishikawa Prefecture, has been transformed into a 

Pokémon-themed airport through a collaboration with the popular franchise. 

The airport was renamed "Noto Satoyama Pokémon With You Airport" on Monday, and a 

ceremony was held to mark the relaunch of the facility, which was damaged by the 2024 

Noto Peninsula earthquake and subsequent heavy rains.

Wajima was one of the areas hardest hit by the earthquake, which struck Ishikawa 

Prefecture on January 1, 2024. As recovery efforts continue, the airport's reopening as a 

Pokémon-themed attraction is expected to contribute to the region's revitalization.

The airport has been decorated throughout with Pokémon characters, and exclusive 

merchandise is being sold. The ceremony began at 8 AM with an appearance by Pikachu, 

followed by a ribbon-cutting ceremony and photo sessions with children.

人気キャラクターと地域が協力して、その土地ならではの魅力を発信する取り組みが各地で広がって
います。石川県の能登空港も、このたびポケモンをテーマにした空港として新たなスタートを切りま
した。能登半島地震からの復興が続く中、こうした取り組みは地域に新たな活気をもたらすことが期
待されています。あなたは、地域を元気にするためにはどのようなアイデアが効果的だと思いますか。

Noto Airport Transforms Into Pokémon 
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Ishikawa Governor Yukiyoshi Yamano said, "I hope the excitement created by the Pokémon 

airport will become a driving force for Noto's recovery and provide a major boost. I hope 

people from around the world will come visit."

The project was launched following a proposal from the Pokémon With You Foundation, 

which conducts social contribution activities. A balloon featuring Pikachu riding in an airplane 

now hangs in the terminal's atrium, while the surrounding walls are decorated with Pokémon 

characters set against backgrounds inspired by the Noto region.
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First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. collaboration 協力
The new art program was created through collaboration between two schools.

2. ceremony 式典
The school holds a ceremony every year to welcome the new students.

3. contribute 貢献する
Good communication can contribute to better teamwork.

4. region 地域
This region is famous for its fresh fruit, especially grapes and peaches.

5. proposal 提案
The manager accepted Miki’s proposal after the meeting.

2. Key phrases and vocabulary

3. Questions

1. Why was the Noto Satoyama Airport renamed?

2. What natural disasters damaged the airport?

3. What can visitors see inside the Pokémon-themed airport?

4. Do you think famous characters can help a local community? Why or 

why not?

5. What other ideas could attract more visitors to areas recovering 

from disasters?

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
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令和6年の能登半島地震と豪雨で被災した石川県輪島市にある能登空港の愛称「のと里山空港」が7

月7日、人気ゲーム「ポケットモンスター」にちなんで「のと里山ポケモン・ウィズ・ユー空港」

となり、記念式典が開かれた。空港全体をキャラクターで装飾し、オリジナル商品も販売。被災地

のにぎわい創出につなげたい考えだ。

午前8時からセレモニーが始まり、ピカチュウが登場。テープカットや子供たちらと写真撮影が行

われポケモン空港のオープンを喜んだ。山野之義知事は「ポケモン空港のわくわく感を、能登の復

興の力に変えて、大きな弾みとなることを期待している。世界中から足を運んでほしい」と述べた。

社会貢献活動に取り組む「ポケモン・ウィズ・ユー財団」から県に提案があり実現した。飛行機の

バルーンに乗ったピカチュウがターミナルビルの吹き抜け部分に浮かび、周囲の壁には能登をほう

ふつとさせる背景に多くのキャラクターが描かれた。

出典：飛行機に乗ったピカチュウ、壁一面のキャラ…能登にポケモン空港誕生
Japan Forward
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