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Japan and India Deepen Defense Ties, Ink
$13 Billion in Deals as Takaichi Pushes FOIP
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi met with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi
on July 2. The two leaders released a joint statement on stronger maritime security
cooperation, including expanded exercises between Japan's Self-Defense Forces and the
Indian Navy, as well as cooperation on ship maintenance. Both sides also reaffirmed the
importance of Takaichi's vision for a Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP).

At a joint press conference afterward, Takaichi announced roughly 120 cooperation
agreements between Japanese and Indian companies, including investment worth ¥2 trillion
($13.3 billion), to "open up the future of Japan and India through public-private collaboration.”
She also expressed support for India's bid to join the International Energy Agency and
instructed that the Japan-India 2+2 foreign and defense ministerial security dialogue be
convened before the end of the year.

Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

Takaichi said India and Japan are now among the world's largest economies, with a free,
prosperous, and rules-based Indo-Pacific their shared priority. She added that as the
region's largest democratic and market economies, the two countries' new initiatives would
"pave the way for peace, stability, and progress across the entire region.“ Modi said the two
countries were entering a "new chapter” in their partnership to take on greater responsibility
for regional stability. He also pointed to the signing of the two nations' first co-development
project in the defense sector as evidence of that deepening cooperation.

The two sides separately issued a joint declaration on economic security, pledging to
advance cooperation across priority sectors including semiconductors, critical minerals, and
clean energy. With China clearly in mind, the declaration expressed concern over economic
coercion and non-market policies and practices, including arbitrary export restrictions and
price manipulation. A further joint statement on artificial intelligence positioned Japan and
India as "strategic R&D partners in the field of Al." The declaration's language on arbitrary
export restrictions and price manipulation is clearly aimed at China.

India is a core pillar in FOIP. With the world's largest population, its economy continues to
grow steadily, and it will soon have the world's fourth-largest GDP. For Japan, which
depends on the Middle East for oil, securing the sea lanes that stretch across the Indian
Ocean is also critically important. Modi also proposed the MAHASAGAR Initiative, a maritime
security and economic cooperation framework with the same philosophy as FOIP that
extends its reach beyond the Indian Ocean region to the Pacific.

To maintain a free and open maritime order based on the rule of law and to support peace
and stability in the region, the Quad—Japan, the US, Australia, and India—will need to
function fully to advance FOIP. That said, India maintains friendly relations with Russia and
is a member of the BRICS framework, which is partly led by China and Russia. While India
pursues a multi-alignment diplomacy, it remains suspicious of China, with which it has a
border dispute.
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. prosperous EE L 1=
The city's high-quality education programs helped keep it prosperous for many years.

2. priority &5 $18
Safety is our top priority during the ultramarathon.

3. initiative {&%8
The town started a new initiative to reduce food waste at restaurants and convenience
stores.

4. declaration E&
The volunteer organization released a declaration about its future plans.

5. strategic Ei&AI7E
The soccer coach made a strategic change right before the final game.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. What kinds of defense cooperation did Japan and India agree to
expand?

2. Which sectors were included in the joint declaration on economic
security?

3. Why does the article describe India as a core pillar for FOIP?
4. In your opinion, how does Japan benefit from strong ties with India?

5. As long as Japan depends on countries in the Middle East for oil, it
will always be in danger of shortages and sudden price increases.
How can Japan lessen its dependence on fossil fuels?
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