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Taiwan's New High-Speed Train Arrives
in Kaohsiung

ZLDANF AT IEERHKETIE., KYRETEANLBEEERRIT S0, EROPH—EXL#ELE
BMEITVWET, BESRHKETIE. BROFHEEMZEN L-FHEER IN700ST) AR, S F|
EL. F=LEBRICAT-EFBIEATVVET, &K EILX, E-E0EL LPHEEFLEDLSICE
ZTWBDTLEID, HE=HL, BEGAXEKBEOEALEZHEHRELTIZLLTI N,

1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

A new train model, the N700ST, built for Taiwan High Speed Rail (Taiwan HSR) using

Japanese Shinkansen technology, arrived at Kaohsiung Port in southern Taiwan on August
15, where a ceremony was held.

The first trainset will complete test runs and other preparations by the end of April next year,
with commercial service targeted to begin on July 1.

The new train is based on the Tokaido Shinkansen's latest model, the N700S. Hitachi and

Toshiba, among others, are developing and manufacturing 12 trainsets (12 cars per set) for
Taiwan.

Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

The Japanese side won the roughly ¥124 billion ($840 million) order in 2023. The first
trainset was shipped to Taiwan from Hitachi's Kasado Works in Yamaguchi Prefecture at the
end of July this year.

The new train will operate at the same maximum speed of 300 km/h as the current fleet. It
will also introduce nursing rooms and barrier-free facilities.

At the ceremony, Takuya Yamakawa of Hitachi's Rail Business Unit spoke on behalf of the
Hitachi-Toshiba consortium, saying he was confident that "this new-generation train will
contribute to the further development of Taiwan High Speed Rail and improved service,
supporting the development of Taiwanese society."

Taiwan HSR plans to add the 12 new trainsets to its current fleet of 34 700T trains (based on
the existing 700 Series), aiming for a total operating fleet of 46 trainsets by the end of 2028.

Taiwan HSR's transport capacity has been under strain, with reserved seating regularly sold
out during peak hours and standing passengers crowding the aisles of unreserved cars.

The introduction of the new trains is expected to boost transport capacity by 25%.

Taiwan HSR was the first overseas adopter of Japanese Shinkansen technology, launching
service in 2007.

Source: Taiwan's New High-Speed Train Arrives in Kaohsiung

Japan Forward

AE (G, —MHEEAD /(O T A D— REEEMEIE, hRSHERTSIILLDHFEZR T BRI V>S5 —Z IR MmEL TNET .
TR NOEAERE, - BUERATE < ZCUET,



https://japan-forward.com/taiwans-new-high-speed-train-arrives-in-kaohsiung/

o TESE

w5~ x JAPAN FORWARD e

EEEPIus”
2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. operate iE{TY %
The airline operates flights to several cities in North America.

2. current IRED
Our current business plan may change next month.

3. development FERE
The development of new medical treatments has gotten much faster in the last twenty

years.

4. capacity &
This movie theater has a capacity of 500.

5. transport &%
The transport of dangerous materials is not allowed.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. What is the maximum speed of the new train?

2. How many trains will Taiwan HSR have in its total operating fleet by
the end of 20287

3. By how much is transport capacity expected to increase with the
new trains?

4. How important do you think cooperation between countries is when
developing high-speed rail systems?

5. What improvements would you like to see in public transportation in
your area?
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