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Sunflower Fields Brighten Sayo
Town in Hyogo
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Around 220,000 sunflowers are in full bloom in the town of Sayo, Hyogo Prefecture. The

large golden blossoms, thriving under the intense summer sun, are drawing visitors from
across the region.

Sayo has planted sunflowers in fallow fields since 1990 as part of a local revitalization

initiative. To extend the viewing season, the flowers are planted at three sites with staggered
blooming periods.

The Higashitokusa site, covering 4.4 hectares (about 11 acres), opened to visitors on July 16.

The other two sites will open in the coming weeks, with the blooms expected to last until mid-
August.

"The bright yellow of the sunflowers is such an uplifting color—it gives you energy," said a
woman visiting from the nearby city of Aioi. "It's been extremely hot since the rainy season
ended, but seeing these beautiful flowers has been incredibly refreshing.”

Source: Sunflower Fields Brighten Sayo Town in Hyogo
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. bloom BATES %
The roses in my garden bloomed three weeks early this year.

2. region i
The Shinshu region is famous for wasabi.

3. field ¥H
You can see many dragonflies in this field in the middle of summer.

4. site 35T
The construction workers arrived at the site early in the morning.

5. refreshing S hpHhix
The iced tea was refreshing after our long walk.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Where are the sunflower fields located?

2. Why has Sayo planted sunflowers since 19907
3. What did the visitor from Aioi say about the sunflowers?
4. Why do you think flowers can make people feel happier?

5. How can local nature help a town attract more visitors?
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