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Japan Passes Bill to Set Up Disaster Management
Agency
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Japan's Upper House has passed a bill to establish the Disaster Management Agency,
which will serve as the central hub for disaster response.

The creation of an organization directly under the Cabinet dedicated exclusively to disaster
preparedness and response is expected to strengthen management efforts across both the
public and private sectors. The agency is scheduled to begin operations in November.

Japan is one of the world's most disaster-prone countries, frequently experiencing
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, floods, and other natural disasters.

The Nankai Trough earthquake, a potentially massive earthquake expected to occur along
an underwater tectonic boundary off Japan's Pacific coast, and a major earthquake directly
beneath the Tokyo metropolitan area are both considered highly likely to occur in the future.

Continued on next page.

Source: Japan Passes Bill to Set Up Disaster Management Agency

Japan Forward
RIS, —BHEEAS YIS T A4 D— REEEME, MMRARIUERTSHILLDHFEZE T, ERE1 >SRN mEL CLVE 9 .

FHX SOMUTIRE - MUERZE<EUFT.



https://japan-forward.com/upper-house-passes-bill-disaster-management-agency/

o TESE

w5~ x JAPAN FORWARD e

EEEPILs

1_ Article

However, government disaster mitigation plans aimed at reducing fatalities and damage
have fallen significantly behind schedule. The new agency is expected to investigate the
causes of these delays and help accelerate implementation.

Created by expanding the disaster management division currently under the Cabinet Office,
the agency will take responsibility for formulating basic disaster preparedness policies.

Until now, the division has had limited personnel and organizational capacity, leaving it
primarily responsible for coordinating among ministries rather than overseeing progress on
disaster reduction measures.

The new framework is also intended to overcome these limitations and improve
coordination, a long-standing issue in Japan's disaster management system.

With new authority to recommend improvements, the agency will be able to call on ministries
whose disaster reduction efforts are behind schedule to take corrective action. Those
ministries will be required to consider and respond to its recommendations.

Strengthening disaster policies based on scientific evidence will be another key focus. The
agency is expected to expand research and technological capabilities, including the use of
simulations to assess regional disaster risks, and play a central role in developing future
preparedness strategies.

Developing disaster management personnel will also be a priority. Plans call for the
establishment of a disaster management university to provide practical education and
training for national and local government officials, as well as private-sector workers.

Developing the next generation of disaster management specialists will require long-term
efforts. Proposed measures include expanding opportunities for students to study earth
science and geography in schools and increasing university programs in fields such as
geoscience and crisis management.

In addition, the agency will work with the Cabinet Secretariat on administrative tasks and
training related to the rescue and support of evacuated residents during armed attacks.
These efforts will form part of broader national crisis management preparations.

Questions remain, however, over the agency's ability to secure sufficient resources. It
reportedly does not plan to make budgetary recommendations to the finance ministry, raising
concerns about its influence in securing funding for disaster preparedness.

Supporting local governments facing limited budgets and personnel shortages due to
population decline will also be a major challenge.
Source: Japan Passes Bill to Set Up Disaster Management Agency
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. disaster =
The town prepared for a possible weather-related disaster before winter.

2. response Xt
Sayo's quick response immediately solved the problem with the main server.

3. mitigation %
Tree planting is one form of flood mitigation.

4. implementation =&
The implementation of the new traffic rule took several months.

5. coordination %
Good coordination between staff and students helped the school festival run smoothly.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Why is Japan creating the new Disaster Management Agency?

2. What new authority will the agency have over ministries?

3. What challenge may affect the agency's work in the future? Please
explain in your own words.

4. What skills do you think disaster management specialists need
most?

5. What should national and local governments do together to reduce
disaster risks?
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