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Pickleball Craze Sweeps Japan as
Companies Rush to Cash In
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Pickleball, the paddle sport sweeping the globe, is seeing explosive growth in Japan as well.
According to a survey by Pickleball One, which operates courts, there are roughly 330,000
pickleball players in Japan in 2026, about seven times that of 2025. Asia’s first Pickleball
World Cup, held in Vietham from late August, has added momentum, and more Japanese
companies are working towards supplying equipment or sponsoring tournaments.

Sansan, a company providing business card and invoice management services, launched a
Pickleball Business Promotion Office in April and opened a pickleball court in Ikebukuro,
Tokyo, in July. "We decided to promote pickleball because it embodies our company’s
mission of creating innovation by bringing people together,” said Ryosuke Koike, head of
the promotion office. He explained that the company sees the sport as a way to deepen ties
with clients, boost sales activity, and raise brand recognition.

Continued on next page.
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The push began at the end of 2023. In the US, pickleball had become a business networking
tool, and founder and CEO Chikahiro Terada wondered whether the same thing could take
off in Japan. Sansan plans to launch a company-owned league in October, with the hopes of
it becoming professional. "As the pickleball market grows, we want to keep expanding both
the number of players and the number of companies getting involved," Koike said.

Pickleball began in an American household in 1965. The game is played with a paddle like a
table tennis racket, on a court the same size as a badminton court, and the net height is
close to that of tennis. Because the ball has holes, it creates drag, so even hard-hit shots
slow quickly, making long rallies easy for beginners. During COVID-19, its popularity
exploded in the US as an outdoor sport that allowed players to avoid crowded indoor spaces.
According to an analysis by the US Sports & Fitness Industry Association, the number of
players in the US has reached 50 million, and the professional Major League Pickleball
launched in 2021.

In Japan, "There have been two waves of the boom," said Shigeru Nishigami, vice director of
the Japan Pickleball Federation. The first came after the pandemic, led by people returning
to Japan from the US asking where they could play. The second wave was led by travelers
from Japan to the US who saw the sport firsthand and returned with the same question.

Momentum is building to officially include pickleball at the 2032 Brisbane Summer Olympics,
and expectations are rising for the formation of an entirely new market. In recent years,
international governing bodies have consolidated, moving toward unified international rules
and higher competitive standards. In Japan too, the two major domestic organizations—the
Japan Pickleball Association and the Japan Pickleball Federation—merged this spring..

Sporting goods giant Mizuno entered the pickleball market in earnest in August. "Mizuno has
strength in equipment for 'striking' sports like baseball and golf," said Yuka Kondo, pickleball
merchandising manager. Mizuno began developing equipment in 2023, applying its know-
how to pickleball paddles. Its new paddle, the ACROSTRIKE LX, uses technology from the
weighting system in the company's golf club heads, allowing the weights' positions to be
adjusted. After the paddle went on sale in the US in April, Kondo said it sold out at some
retailers, adding that the product has drawn attention thanks to its specialized design.

The biggest obstacle to wider adoption, according to Nishigami of the Japan Pickleball
Federation, is "an overwhelming shortage of courts for people to enjoy the sport.” Mizuno
has been running pickleball trial sessions and clinics at its sports facilities nationwide to
promote it. "Mizuno has a responsibility to make sure pickleball doesn't end as a passing fad
but takes root as a real market,"” Kondo said. "We want to build up both the competitive
player base and the casual, anyone-can-enjoy-it user base, through an approach that covers
both equipment and facilities."

Source: Pickleball Craze Sweeps Japan as Companies Rush to Cash In
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. launch B89 %
My sister is launching her first website to help grow her business.

2. promote €9 5
The sister city program promotes friendship between the two countries.

3. innovation E¥f
For innovation in technology, people need time, space, and the chance to play.

4. market 15
The market for robot taxi services is growing.

5. analysis 24T
Recent analysis of smartphone use shows that it is affecting people's sleep patterns.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. How many pickleball players were estimated to be in Japan in 20267

2. Why did pickleball become popular in the United States during the
COVID-19 pandemic?

3. According to Shigeru Nishigami, what is the biggest obstacle to
wider adoption of pickleball in Japan?

4. Would you like to try pickleball if there were a court near your home?

5. Why do you think some sports become popular among people of
different generations?
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