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Japan Issues Guidelines on Al-
Generated Imitations of Voice Actors
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Japan's Justice Ministry has issued guidelines on rights concerning the voices of voice

actors and others, stating that, like a person’'s name or likeness, their voice is an expression
of their identity and is entitled to legal protection.

Videos using generative Al to imitate voice actors' narration or singing have been posted on
social media, raising concerns over potential rights violations.

Social media platforms and other service providers are also expected to develop measures
to help prevent violations.

The guidelines clarify that voice actors' voices may be protected by a right, derived from
personality rights, not to have one's voice used without justification. They may also be

protected by the right of publicity, which allows celebrities and others to exclusively use their
ability to attract customers.

Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

Japan's Supreme Court recognized the right of publicity in a 2012 ruling involving the
unauthorized use of photographs of the popular singing duo Pink Lady.

However, the legal boundaries surrounding the unauthorized imitation of voice actors' voices
have remained unclear. A panel of experts convened by the Justice Ministry has been
examining the issue of civil liability.

The guidelines cite as a potential infringement the creation of a video using generative Al to
imitate a voice actor singing as a character and then earn revenue from the video.

They also state that publicly releasing an audio recording in which obscene text is read in a
voice resembling that of a voice actor could infringe on the person's honor and dignity.

Such use could violate the right not to have one's voice used without justification, regardless
of whether it is intended to generate income, and could lead to a claim for damages.

The guidelines also warn that companies offering paid generative Al services that can easily
reproduce the voices of voice actors and others could potentially be held jointly liable for
violations of publicity rights.

In November last year, voice actor Kenijiro Tsuda, known for roles in Jujutsu Kaisen and Yu-
Gi-Oh!, sued the operator of a video-sharing app, seeking the removal of a video that he said
had been posted using an unauthorized Al-generated imitation of his voice.

During interviews with the expert panel, voice actors said that the spread of Al-generated
copies of their voices online was tantamount to having their identities destroyed.

While Japan aims to produce world-class content such as anime, its legal framework for
protecting the rights of voice actors and others who create that content has been criticized as
lagging behind those of countries such as the United States and South Korea.
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. right ¥
Every person has the right to clean water.

2. potential ATREMED & %
The new vaccine has the potential to prevent millions of cases of cancer.

3. liability BE{EEE
The dietary supplement company may face liability for injury caused by its product.

4. revenue I
The pop band earns most of its revenue from ticket sales for live performances.

5. claim &>
The passenger filed an official claim for damages after the airline accident.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Why have Al-generated imitations of voice actors raised concerns?

2. What rights may protect voice actors' voices?

3. What kind of Al-generated video does the article cite as a potential
infringement?

4. What other rules do you think are needed to protect the careers and
reputations of voice actors and personalities from Al misuse?

5. Should the new guidelines be applied to all people, not just voice
actors and famous personalities? Why or why not?
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