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Hidden Wonders | Ride a Steam
Locomotive Through a Hokkaido Forest
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

In Hokkaido's Maruseppu area, which once prospered through forestry, a century-old steam
locomotive originally used to transport timber still runs today, billowing smoke as it travels
through the lush surroundings.

Amemiya No. 21 operates at Maruseppu Forest Park Ikoi-no-Mori, a nature park surrounded
by forest. It takes about 10 minutes to complete a circuit of the roughly 2-kilometer (1.2
miles) track laid out within the park.

Amemiya No. 21 was built in 1928 by the Amemiya Manufacturing Company in Tokyo. It was
put into service on the Muri-i-Kami-Maruseppu Forest Railway, which had a total track length
of 84 kilometers at its peak.

The locomotive played an important role in transporting timber cut in the surrounding forests
to locations near the national railway station.

Continued on next page.
Source: Hidden Wonders | Ride a Steam Locomotive Through a Hokkaido Forest
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1_ Article

At a time when most people traveled on foot or by horse, the forest railway also served as an
important means of transportation for local residents.

In the 1950s, steam locomotives were replaced by more fuel-efficient diesel locomotives.
Timber transportation eventually shifted from rail to trucks as well, bringing the locomotive's
working life to an end.

After the forest railway was discontinued, Amemiya No. 21 faced another threat. Plans were
made to scrap the locomotive or transfer it to a forestry facility in Gunma Prefecture. Each
time, local residents campaigned to have it preserved in their town.

Noboru Kawaguchi, 87, who was involved in the preservation campaign, recalls, "We
quickly collected a huge number of signatures.”

Kawaguchi himself rode the forest railway only once as a boy.

"It shook so much that I felt like | was going to be thrown off. | thought, 'I'm never riding this
thing again,™ he says with a wry smile.

Yet he speaks fondly of the locomotive today: "Amemiya No. 21 is the town's history itself."

Thanks to the determination of local residents, Amemiya No. 21 escaped the scrapyard. In
1982, the current track was completed, and the locomotive sounded its whistle once again,
this time carrying passengers rather than timber.

Today, the engineer who operates Amemiya No. 21 is a town employee. Tomohito Ueto, 55,
shovels coal into the locomotive every day.

"It is an asset of our town that people in the past worked so hard to protect. | want to keep
operating it with care so that the fire never goes out," he says.

Today, Maruseppu attracts visitors as the only place in Japan where a steam locomotive that
once served on a forest railway is still in operation.

Passengers climb aboard the cars and experience the smell of the smoke, the blast of the
steam whistle, and the rhythmic rattling of the train as it rolls along the track.

Once aboard, it becomes clear that the power and presence of a steam locomotive cannot
be fully appreciated when it sits quietly inside a shed.

As the locomotive whistles and rolls through the forest, visitors can experience firsthand a
piece of the town's past that local residents worked so hard to preserve.

Source: Hidden Wonders | Ride a Steam Locomotive Through a Hokkaido Forest
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. timber K#4
A hundred years ago, this valley produced timber for the new railroad.

2. operate BET 3
The science museum operates a small cafe on weekends.

3.involve (in) BE53 3
Several students were involved in planning the high school festival.

4. preserve R#%F9 %
The world’s seeds are preserved in a special building in Svalbard, Norway.

5. current IRED
The current version of this messaging app is easier for customers to use.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Where does Amemiya No. 21 operate today?

2. What did the forest railway originally transport?
3. Why was Amemiya No. 21 nearly scrapped?

4. Why do you think local residents worked so hard to preserve the
locomotive?

5. Do you think historic trains are a good way to attract visitors to a
town? Why or why not?

AEM(E. —RHEEEAT /(S T4 D— REBEEE, HRRSHERTSHILKDHFFEEST. BRI -T2 — 2 IORRARUMEEL TLET,
TFR bR - BIMERZEZECFI.



o TESE

w5~ x JAPAN FORWARD e

EEEPILs

4 EIAE—DE) < HFMINEZRRMEE EiRd SDIEEIBEDORES
« dtisE - =215

WHWISSEDENEEES, LBEDILE. BB (RAHND) B, BROIEFILLZEZMLN S
H. METRA-AEM (F5HE25) HBTENDTRMDEMRZIE > TL-HMEBED AT
EE (SL) "SHEZHIITLD,

SL TRE21E ] NEADIETHBEHAFMABN DFHF, BRICEBE SN-1EAH2FO0DKBKRE10
PMEETED,

ME21SXEM3E, RED MEEAER] ARE, RBHICRERMNSIFOHRAE (T VY
LY - ERBEABFTMZKEICEASHh, BHOBRE ETUYYHESNEAMZEVNERE Lz, O
STHHL TR, EROETELHo 1=,

FRFS30FRICAD E. SLIFRMDED L NT 4 —EILEBEEICEERbD o=, S oICARMERKD
EAD FIVIEEICEDY . EORENERA T

FEiE%, MEQSICEENINS, BEEORY Sy TEPEHERNOMEREZ~DBENFTE L
=D, TOEVIZERNABITNTOREZHFATET-,

RICHRABKECLEL RSO S Ao TBANT ST, RYBE ST SIS0t ZEE
RELANLE k] EEZVNT AN, [MEABHMOELZOLD) LENERES.

FROBELHY . #EAN-ME21S., BASTEICHEORBATHL., BUAEZENERD
o RMTRGLCANERET,

BE, ME2LS &8I SHELIEOBETS, EFEICIA B5) X EOALNF-TEE
BIDIE, TEDXKEMBOLSQGVKRIITKYISELSETVERL] EBA, AREIATLS,

NBHEIHAMBKECTEELLSLAIRBL TLWSENE—DSERTE LTELDANGTNS, BEIZE
YiAd. BRITEWLREDE. NN ENSREBZRL S, REIZHE <

HE : ENH— OB  FHRERATMEE EiET50ERBOBA dEE - mE218
Japan Forward

AEME. —RAEEAS VIO T4 D— RHEEHE, MRASUHERT SIILLDHFEZS T ERE1 Y2 S— 2 IB/ARHAMMREL TVET.
TFR bR - BIMERZEZECFI.


https://japan-forward.com/ja/hokkaido-steam-locomotive-preserves-forest-railway-history/

o TESE

w55 x JAPAN FORWARD™ e

EEEPILs

4 EIME—DE) < HFMENEZRSIMEE EIRd S DISHEEOMRE
. dtifsiE - =215

NBMEHRMBKECTEELSLOIBRBL TLSERAE—DE/RTE L TEDANGND, BEICE
YA, EDITEWPREDE. B -ENLRGZRL 5,

HEICRESEFETIEHLANALELSLOEND, HEBOFFEYHFITHAET, WOETEHLEETEFK
58115,

HE : ENH— OB  FHRERATMEE EiET50ERBOBA dEE - mE218
Japan Forward

AEM(E —MEEEAND /S T A D— RIEERE, $RSHERTSIILLDHFHEEZIB T, ERE1 -2 S—Z2IBRSHMRELTLET,
THR bR - BMETERZE<EUERT,


https://japan-forward.com/ja/hokkaido-steam-locomotive-preserves-forest-railway-history/

