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Read the following article aloud.

Source: Japan's Oldest Person Dies at 115
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Japan's Health Ministry announced that Shigeko Kagawa, 115, a resident of Nara Prefecture 

who had been Japan's oldest person, died on August 27. Fuyo Kishimoto, 114, of Kyoto, is 

now the country's oldest person.

Kagawa was born in 1911. According to records from the Yamato-Koriyama Medical 

Association, she graduated from Osaka Women's Medical College, now Kansai Medical 

University, in 1934.

From April that year, she worked for about three years in the obstetrics and gynecology and 

internal medicine departments at Osaka Municipal Minami Hospital, now Osaka 

Metropolitan University Hospital.

In 1937, she opened her own medical practice in what is now Yamatokoriyama, Nara 

Prefecture.

国内最高齢だった奈良県の賀川滋子さんが、115歳で亡くなりました。賀川さんは長年、医師として
地域医療に携わり、80歳を超えても活躍を続けました。人生100年時代といわれる今、年齢を重ねて
も社会とのつながりを持ち、自分らしく活動を続けることへの関心が高まっています。あなたは、
いくつになっても元気に社会と関わり続けるためには、どのような環境や支援が必要だと思いますか。

Japan's Oldest Person Dies at 115

(Courtesy of Yamatokoriyama City, Nara Prefecture)

https://japan-forward.com/oldest-person-shigeko-kagawa-nara-dies-115/
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She continued practicing obstetrics and gynecology and internal medicine into her 80s, 

contributing to healthcare in the local community.

In 2021, she became the oldest person to take part in the Tokyo Olympics torch relay.
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First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. according to によると
According to the weather report, a typhoon is coming in a few days.

2. record 記録
The city office keeps records of important events.

3. department 部門
Julia is a manager in the marketing department.

4. practice 診療
Tsukiko opened a small practice in her hometown.

5. contribute 貢献する
Many volunteers contributed to the oral history project.

2. Key phrases and vocabulary

3. Questions

1. When was Kagawa born?

2. Which medical college did Kagawa graduate from?

3. When did Kagawa become the oldest person to take part in the 

Tokyo Olympics torch relay?

4. What can society do to help older adults stay active and connected?

5. Would you like to continue working after the usual retirement age? 

Why or why not?

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
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厚生労働省は8月31日、115歳で国内最高齢だった奈良県大和郡山市の賀川滋子さんが27日に亡くな

ったと発表した。京都市の114歳岸本ふよさんが最高齢となった。

賀川さんは1911（明治44）年生まれ。大和郡山市医師会史によると、1934年に大阪女子高等医学

専門学校（現・関西医科大）を卒業。同年4月から約3年間、大阪市立南市民病院（現・大阪公立大

病院）の産婦人科、内科で勤務。37年に現在の大和郡山市で開業した。

産婦人科医、内科医として80歳を超えても活躍、地域医療に貢献した。2021年には東京五輪の聖火

リレーで、最年長のランナーを務めた。

出典：国内最高齢115歳が死去 奈良の賀川滋子さん 医師として80歳超えても活躍
Japan Forward
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国内最高齢115歳が死去 奈良の賀川滋子さん
医師として80歳超えても活躍

https://japan-forward.com/ja/oldest-person-shigeko-kagawa-nara-dies-115/

