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Emperor Emeritus Akihito Seeks a
Simpler Funeral Rite
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

The Imperial Household Agency is examining plans to hold the funeral rite for Emperor
Emeritus Akihito at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo.

The ceremony, known in Japanese as the Sojoden-no-Gi, is an Imperial Household religious
funeral rite equivalent to a public wake.

The agency is considering holding the ceremony at the Imperial Palace rather than at

Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden, the venue used for Emperor Showa's funeral, sources said
September 2.

Akihito, 92, abdicated the Chrysanthemum Throne on April 30, 2019, and does not currently
have any major health issues, according to agency sources.

Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

When Emperor Showa died, Shinjuku Gyoen was closed to the public so Sojoden-no-Gi
could be held alongside the state-sponsored funeral ceremony Taiso no Rei. That ceremony,
held in February 1989, drew roughly 10,000 attendees, including foreign heads of state.

According to those familiar with the discussions, moving the ceremony to the Imperial Palace
would sharply reduce attendance to around 2,500 and split what had been a single-day
ceremony for Emperor Showa into two days.

The shift follows a statement the agency issued in 2013, while Akihito was still on the throne,
outlining Akihito and Empress Emerita Michiko's preferences regarding funeral arrangements
and mausoleum design. The statement said it would be preferable that "the impact on public
life be kept to a minimum."

It also said officials should consider whether a site would require "occupying, for a long
period, a place widely used by the public,” or "felling a large number of trees to set up the
funeral grounds."

The couple also asked that planners weigh the risk of sudden weather changes and choose
a location where "the safety of attendees can be ensured.” They also expressed a desire for
the venue to be selected with the views of Emperor Naruhito—then Crown Prince—and other
members of the imperial family taken into account.

The 2013 document also touched on plans for a somewhat smaller mausoleum and for
cremation rather than the traditional burial, in the interest of simplification.
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. hold FA#ET %
We're holding a graduation party for our son next Saturday.

2. consider #&Et9 %
We need to consider several options before deciding.

3. impact &
The new law could have a major impact on small businesses.

4. minimum /MR
We ask that all students in the dormitory keep noise to a minimum after midnight.

5.require E LT S
The job may require some travel during the year.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. Why is the Imperial Household Agency considering the Imperial
Palace instead of Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden?

2. What did the 2013 statement say about the impact on public life?

3. What changes to the mausoleum and burial method did the 2013
document discuss?

4. What factors should be considered when choosing a location for an
important national ceremony?

5. Do you think simpler funerals are better than large traditional
ceremonies? Why or why not?
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