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Takaichi Retains Key Ministers, Adds
Five Newcomers in Cabinet Reshuffle
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi formally launched her reshuffled Cabinet on September 17,
keeping her top ministers in place while bringing in five newcomers.

Speaking at a press conference at the Prime Minister's Office that evening, she said the new
lineup reflected a "Cabinet of decision, challenge, and action."

Chief Cabinet Secretary Minoru Kihara announced the full roster earlier in the day. The core
of the administration stays untouched. Toshimitsu Motegi remains foreign minister, Satsuki
Katayama stays on at finance, Shinjiro Koizumi continues as defense minister, and Kihara
himself keeps his post.

Several other senior figures were also kept on, including Kenichiro Ueno at health and
welfare, Ryosei Akazawa at economy and industry, Minoru Kiuchi overseeing growth

strategy, and Kimi Onoda handling economic security. Continued on next page
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The most notable change at the top came at internal affairs, where Hisayuki Fujii takes over
from Yoshimasa Hayashi, who exits the Cabinet entirely.

Elsewhere, Takashi Yamashita becomes justice minister, Goshi Hosono takes on
reconstruction, and Yasuhiro Hanashi returns as chair of the National Public Safety
Commission.

Five lawmakers entered the Cabinet for the first time. Yoshihiro Seki takes education, Kazuo
Yana takes agriculture, Tatsunori Ibayashi takes transport, Hiroyoshi Sasagawa takes the
environment, and Toshiharu Furukawa takes the newly reshaped digital portfolio.

In a first for the ruling coalition, Ishin no Kai's Hiroshi Nakatsuka also joined as minister for
regulatory reform.

At the evening press conference, Takaichi laid out how she chose her team. She said she
reviewed a questionnaire sent to lawmakers who had won at least two elections, regardless
of how many terms they had served, before weighing each candidate's expertise and
settling on people who could "steadily carry out policy and keep moving it forward."

She framed the reshuffle around economic policy, saying the government would "advance
policies toward a strong economy under the banner of responsible, proactive fiscal
management.”

On why the ministers overseeing foreign affairs and defense—areas where continuity
matters—were kept in place, Takaichi pointed to their "proactive attitude and ability to
execute," adding that she had reviewed their portfolios before making the call.

She repeated her framing of the reshuffle several times during the briefing, describing an
administration that had "kept up decision and challenge” and had now reached "a stage of
action, not just defense."

Takaichi described Nakatsuka's appointment as "a symbol of the coalition government
entering a new stage,” acknowledging the more prominent role Ishin no Kai now plays as the
LDP's coalition partner.

Asked about ministers previously disciplined over the LDP factional slush fund scandal being
brought into the Cabinet, Takaichi did not deny their past sanctions. However, she said they
had "given full explanations" and had since been returned to the Diet by voters across two
elections.
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Takaichi faces an LDP presidential race next year, and reporters pressed her on whether the
reshuffle was designed with that contest in mind. She said flatly that it had "nothing to do with
it."

She also declined to explain why Hayashi, whose future had been closely watched, was left
out of the new Cabinet altogether, saying she would "refrain from commenting on personnel
decisions regarding individual ministers."

Source: Takaichi Retains Key Ministers, Adds Five Newcomers in Cabinet Reshuffle
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. decision RE
The budget committee finally made a decision after several weeks of discussion and
debate.

2. administration B
The new administration promised to review and reform the rules on home loans.

3. expertise BHFE0:E;
Mayuko was hired as a researcher for her expertise in electrical engineering.

4. policy B3k
The government has no plans this year to change its policy on school lunches.

5. coalition 3L
Several countries formed a coalition to end the wars in the Middle East.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Describe the reasoning and methods used by the prime minster to
choose her cabinet members.

2. Why did Prime Minister Takaichi say some ministers overseeing
foreign affairs and defense were kept in place?

3. How have things changed for Ishin no Kai?

4. What do you think about Prime Minister Takaichi's choices? Please
explain your answers.

5. In your opinion, what percentage of government ministers should be
experienced, and what percentage should be new? Why?
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