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When an 'Easy’ Job Offer Leads to Crime
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

There has been a growing number of cases in which people become involved in crime after
being recruited for illegal jobs disguised as easy, well-paid temporary work.

Anonymous and loosely organized criminal groups, known in Japan as tokuryu, are now
targeting not only young people but also middle-aged and older adults. By exploiting subtle
aspects of human psychology, these groups lure ordinary people into committing crimes.

In many of these schemes, people are recruited through social media with promises of
earning large amounts of money in a short period of time. Those who respond may ultimately

be drawn into crimes such as special fraud, theft, and robbery, becoming perpetrators
themselves.

Continued on next page.
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The threat became widely known throughout Japan following a series of large-scale
robberies in 2022 and 2023, which were allegedly orchestrated by ringleaders who used the
name "Luffy."

The Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department has been monitoring posts on X believed to be
recruiting people for such illegal jobs and issuing warnings. From January through June of
this year, it posted 34,225 replies, nearly seven times the 5,090 replies it posted during the
same period the previous year.

In recent years, face-to-face recruitment has also become increasingly common. When the
National Police Agency investigated juveniles who became "runners” for special fraud in
2025—people who physically collect cash or other valuables from victims—it found that
59.6% had become involved through an introduction from an acquaintance or someone they
knew.

At the same time, people involved in these illegal jobs span a wide range of age groups.
Among those protected by the Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department from October 2024
through the end of July this year, 6.1% were in their 40s and 13.6% were aged 50 or older.
Combined, middle-aged and older people accounted for roughly one-fifth of the total.

"Rather than being people who are struggling financially, many seem to become involved
because they are looking for an easy way to make money."

Masashi Okano, a senior official in the Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department's community
safety division, identifies this as a common characteristic among people involved in illegal
jobs. However, cases in which police have intervened to protect people from such schemes
also reveal increasingly sophisticated recruitment tactics.

In one case, a teenage boy was invited by an acquaintance who told him, "We're short-
handed. | want you to help with some work.”" When he arrived at the meeting place, several
men told him that the job involved "signing up for mobile phone contracts." He felt too scared
to refuse.

The criminal group appears to have taken advantage of an existing personal relationship to
create a situation in which the boy felt unable to say no.

"Many people realize that something is suspicious, but instead of turning around and leaving,

they continue,"” Okano said. "They only seek help from the police or turn themselves in after
they begin to fear for their own safety.”
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He believes this happens because, while carrying out the crimes, “they come to trust the
criminal group‘s assurances that they won't get caught more than they trust their own
instincts."

The consequences of placing that kind of trust in a tokuryu group can be devastating. In the
January 2023 robbery and murder of an elderly woman in Komae, Tokyo, carried out by a
group associated with Luffy, several defendants who were arrested and indicted had become
involved in the killing after repeatedly taking part in other criminal activities.

The statutory punishment for robbery resulting in death is either the death penalty or life
imprisonment. Okano warns that people can be "gradually exploited and drawn deeper in,
eventually becoming involved in serious crimes such as robbery."

The National Police Agency warns people to be cautious of phrases commonly used by
these groups in recruitment advertisements, such as "high pay," "same-day, immediate
payment,” and "clean job."

Another characteristic is the use of coded language. For example, "R," which is believed to
be derived from "Lupin,” the fictional thief, is reportedly used as slang related to theft.

Okano also warns people to be wary if they are asked to use highly anonymous messaging
apps such as Telegram, particularly after making initial contact through a job advertisement.

Police officers also give lectures at elementary schools to raise awareness of these
schemes. "It is important to teach them about this at school while they are still young,"
Okano explained.

Since many people are also drawn into these schemes by acquaintances, he says it is
important to foster an atmosphere in everyday conversations that gives the impression they
would not be receptive to invitations to participate in such crimes.

Tokuryu groups often force people applying for illegal jobs to hand over personal information,
including photographs of their faces, their parents' homes, and their romantic partners. They
then use this information to threaten them and prevent them from leaving.

"If you get involved in a illegal job, even if you manage to start your life over, things will never

return to the way they were before," Okano says. "We can also arrange patrols around your
home, so we hope people come forward or request protection as early as possible.”
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1.involved B85 L 1=
Several students were involved in a project to tutor elementary schoolchildren in
English.

2. recruitment H&
The IT company changed its recruitment process last year.

3. identify &9 %
The traffic safety office is trying to identify the cause of last week's train accident.

4. characteristic %
Patience and honesty are important characteristics of a good teacher.

5. consequence 58
The captain of the ship had to accept the consequences of her decision.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Why are people attracted to illegal or fake jobs?

2. What are runners, and how are they recruited?

3. What do Masashi Okano and the National Police Agency recommend
doing to avoid getting trapped by these scams?

4. Why do you think people sometimes continue with a job even when
they suspectitis illegal?

5. What other kinds of scams are there? How can you avoid them?
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