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Mother of Megumi Yokota, Abducted by North
Korea, Marks Daughter's 62nd Birthday
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Megumi Yokota was abducted by North Korean agents at the age of 13 in 1977. She turned
62 on October 5.

Ahead of her birthday, her mother Sakie, 90, spoke to reporters at her home in Kawasaki,
Kanagawa Prefecture, on October 1.

"We've worked so hard for so long, yet we still don't know anything, and | can't even hear her
voice," Sakie said, expressing her frustration.

Reflecting on how nearly half a century has passed since Megumi was taken, Sakie slumped
her shoulders and said, "It's painful to imagine what Megumi might look like now."

Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

In September, Megumi's younger brother, Takuya Yokota, who heads the Association of
Families of Victims Kidnapped by North Korea, visited the United States along with Koichiro
lizuka, the eldest son of Yaeko Taguchi. Taguchi, who would now be 71, was 22 when she
was abducted.

During their visit, they met with US government officials and others and confirmed their
willingness to cooperate in efforts to bring the abductees home.

Around the same time, at a Japan-US summit, Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi said she had
received "full support” from President Donald Trump for the immediate resolution of the
abduction issue.

Sakie spoke positively about the US visit, where Takuya showed people he met a hand-
knitted scarf Megumi had made.

"Megumi came to me and asked me to teach her, so | taught her a simple knitting
technigue. She said it was interesting, and the scarf just kept getting longer and longer,"
Sakie recalled.

The scarf was completed shortly before Megumi was abducted by North Korea on November
15, 1977. She wore it only once.

Sakie says she has never forgotten the warmth she felt when she first held Megumi in her
arms. She was surprised by how heavy the baby felt.

Even after Megumi was abducted, Sakie used to prepare a birthday cake for her every year.
In recent years, however, she has stopped doing so.

"Even if | do something just for the sake of appearances, it feels empty, and | can't bear it,"
she said.

This year, too, Sakie will quietly pray for her daughter's safe return on her birthday.

Her beloved daughter is now in her 60s. Worried about Megumi's health, Sakie had a
message for her: "l believe you will be able to come home. Please stay strong and keep
fighting."

Source: Mother of Megumi Yokota, Abducted by North Korea, Marks Daughter's 62nd Birthday
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. abduct F#H9 %
Every year, hundreds of children are abducted.

2. effort A
Our efforts to stop global warming will succeed if we work together.

3. support X
The city's plan to build new apartments has the support of both the local businesses
and the average person.

4. issue [z
Recently, there has been a lot of discussion about the issue of job losses from Al.

5. technique {7
In my English class today, | learned a new technigue for remembering new words.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. What did Takuya Yokota show people during his visit to the US?
What is special about it?

2. What did Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi say at a recent meeting?

3. Why did Ms. Yokota stop making a cake for her daughter's birthday
each year?

4. What do you think the government needs to do to solve the
abduction problem?

5. Is there anything that the average Japanese person can do to help
solve this problem?
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(A photo taken by Megumi Yokota's late father, Shigeru, during a family trip to
Yamaguchi Prefecture in 1975.)
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