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Japan's Kenso Soai Wins Nobel Prize in
Chemistry
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Professor Kenso Soai, 76, professor emeritus at Tokyo University of Science, has been
awarded this year's Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

The number of individual Nobel laureates from Japan has reached 31. Soai is the 10th
Japanese recipient of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

At a press conference at Tokyo University of Science on the evening of October 7, Soai said,
“I'm extremely happy. In particular, I'm very glad to share this prize with the renowned
Professor Henri Kagan."

When Soai first received word from the Nobel Prize selection committee, he was reportedly
out buying groceries near his home. Even after the announcement was made, university
officials became concerned when they were unable to reach him.

Continued on next page.
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More than three hours after the announcement, at around 10 PM, Soai arrived at the press
conference. As reporters' cameras flashed, university officials presented him with a bouquet
of flowers, and his initially tense expression gradually relaxed.

While explaining his research, Soai was assisted by the chairperson of the board of directors
of the Tokyo University of Science Foundation, who was seated beside him.

Soai once again expressed his gratitude, saying, "Without the efforts of the university staff
and students, we would never have been able to discover this mechanism."

Soai was awarded the prize for discovering asymmetric autocatalysis, a process that can
amplify tiny initial differences between the two mirror-image forms of a molecule, offering
important insights into drug development and pharmaceutical manufacturing.

Substances such as amino acids exist in pairs of left- and right-handed forms, known as
mirror-image molecules, but the two forms can have significantly different properties. Soai
discovered a chemical process that can selectively amplify one form over the other.

Proteins in living organisms are made almost exclusively from one of these two forms of
amino acids, a phenomenon known as homochirality.

Soai's discovery is therefore regarded as providing an important clue to one of the
longstanding mysteries surrounding the origin of life.

When asked to assess his own achievements, Soai said, "I don't think anyone can complain”
that he had won the Nobel Prize, prompting laughter from those in attendance.

On October 7, Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi called Soai to congratulate him on receiving
the prize.

Takaichi referred to Soai's discovery of the asymmetric autocatalytic reaction known as the
"Soai reaction,” praising it as "a groundbreaking achievement that could also contribute to
solving the mystery shared by all humankind concerning the origin of life."

She went on to say, "The government will also firmly expand funding for scientific research,
including Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research [KAKENHI] and operating grants for national
universities, in order to strengthen the foundations of scientific research."”

Soai responded, "I am truly grateful, as | have also received a great deal of support from the
government.”
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He also expressed concern for the prime minister, telling her, "You are working incredibly
hard every day for Japan and the world. Please take good care of yourself."

The Nobel Prize in Chemistry had previously been awarded to nine Japanese recipients:
Kenichi Fukui in 1981, Hideki Shirakawa in 2000, Ryoji Noyori in 2001, Koichi Tanaka in
2002, Osamu Shimomura in 2008, Akira Suzuki and Ei-ichi Negishi in 2010, Akira Yoshino in
2019, and Susumu Kitagawa in 2025.

Source: Japan's Kenso Soai Wins Nobel Prize in Chemistry
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. process 1#8%%
Learning a new language is a long process.

2. form FiZRE
The plant grows in several forms in different climates.

3. molecule 7F
Ozone is a molecule made up of three oxygen atoms.

4. property 8 - %
This material has properties that make it useful for building.

5. grant Bipk &

The university received a grant to study a new cancer treatment.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. What was Soai's reaction to winning the Nobel Prize in chemistry?

2. What are the benefits of Soai and Kagan's discovery?

3. What did Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi say the government would
expand?

4. What areas of scientific research do you especially think should
receive support?

5. Do you think that high schools in Japan provide enough hands-on
experience in science classes?
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