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Kyushu Shinkansen Restores Full Service
52 Days After Kumamoto Earthquake
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

The Kyushu Shinkansen (bullet train), which had been partially suspended following the
magnitude 6.8 earthquake that struck Kumamoto on July 28, resumed full-line operations on
September 18, marking the restoration of services after 52 days.

For the time being, trains will operate at reduced speeds near Shin-Yatsushiro Station in
Yatsushiro, Kumamoto Prefecture, where the damage was particularly severe. The number
of services will also be reduced.

As part of its post-earthquake recovery measures, the national government plans to launch
a travel discount program in October, subsidizing travel and accommodation costs across
Kyushu's seven prefectures.

The resumption of full Shinkansen services is expected to help boost tourism in the region.
Continued on next page.
Source: Kyushu Shinkansen Restores Full Service 52 Days After Kumamoto Earthquake
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1_ Article

With a major holiday period approaching, services have resumed along the entire route
between Hakata Station in Fukuoka and Kagoshima-Chuo Station in Kagoshima. Many
passengers are expected to use the trains in the coming weeks.

Following the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake, the entire line was restored in 13 days. This time,
however, restoration took longer, resulting in a prolonged suspension of services.

JR Kyushu will continue repair work with the goal of restoring its regular timetable. The
company also plans to assess the effectiveness of its earthquake-resistance measures.

At Shin-Osaka and Kagoshima-Chuo stations, station staff stood on the platforms holding
fans and other items bearing messages such as "Celebrating the Full-Line Opening.” They
waved off departing Shinkansen trains, calling out, "Have a safe journey."

Source: Kyushu Shinkansen Restores Full Service 52 Days After Kumamoto Earthquake
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. service E{T
The new university bus service runs until 11:00 p.m. on weekdays.

2.reduced El5|chf=, ETFIFESNtz
Airlines tickets are selling at reduced prices this summer.

3. government BT
The government will close its offices for the New Year holiday.

4. region Hhisg
The Kansai region will be sunny for most of the day today.

5. route #ZI&
We took a different route this time when we drove to the sea.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. When did the Kyushu Shinkansen start its service back up?

2. Where will trains operate at reduced speeds?

3. What program does the national government plan to start in
October?

4. How important is public transportation after a natural disaster?

5. What could communities do to help local tourism recover after a
major disaster?
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