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Japan's 15-Year-Olds Rank First in Core
Subjects Among OECD Members
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) released the results
of the 2025 Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) on September 8.

Japan ranked first among the 38 OECD member countries in average scores across all three
areas tested: reading, mathematics and science. It was the first time Japan had ranked first
in all three fields since the assessment began in 2000.

Among all 91 participating countries and regions, including non-OECD members, Japan
ranked fourth in reading, fifth in mathematics and fifth in science.

PISA is an international assessment conducted by the OECD. It evaluates 15-year-old

students on how well they can apply the knowledge and skills acquired through compulsory
education to real-life problems.

Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

The tests include both open-ended and multiple-choice questions. Some questions are
reused in subsequent assessments to track changes in performance over time.

The assessment is generally conducted every three years, although the interval was
extended to four years starting in 2025.

The latest assessment was conducted on computers from June to August 2025, with
760,000 students from 91 countries and regions taking part.

In Japan, 6,500 first-year high school students took the test. In accordance with OECD
guidelines, the students were selected to represent a cross-section of society.

Compared with the previous assessment, conducted in 2022, Japan's average mathematics
score fell by 11 points to 525, while its science score fell by nine points to 538.

Although the scores declined, the changes were not statistically significant and were
considered essentially unchanged.

Reading, however, fell by 13 points to 503, a decline the OECD judged to be statistically
significant and unlikely to have occurred by chance.

The Education Ministry attributed Japan's strong performance among OECD members to a
combination of efforts, including improvements in classroom instruction, the development of
digital learning environments, such as providing one device for every student, and enhanced
support for students' daily lives.

At the same time, Japan's results should be viewed in the context of a long-term decline in
average scores across the OECD, with Japan essentially maintaining its level of
performance.

In the overall rankings, Singapore ranked first in reading, while the Chinese group comprising
Beijing, Shanghai, Jiangsu and Zhejiang topped mathematics and science. Singapore, which
had ranked first in both fields in the previous assessment, fell to second place.

Source: Japan's 15-Year-Olds Rank First in Core Subjects Among OECD Members
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. assessment 5T
The factory was closed because the food products did not pass the quality
assessment.

2. conduct EET 5
University researchers conducted tests on over a hundred water samples from the

river.

3. previous LIRIID
In a previous meeting, the head of the IT department talked about the latest robot
technology.

4. significant EL L), HhEYD
There has been a significant increase in the number of flu cases compared to last
year.

5. decline IETF
Recently, there has been a decline in the number of people traveling abroad.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Describe the content of PISA, in your own words where possible.

2. According to the Education Ministry, why have Japanese learners
continued to do well on the test?

3. What is happening to the average scores of the other OECD
members?

4. How important do you think tests such as PISA are for understanding
the quality of education?

5. What kinds of learning-environment changes, in the classroom or at
home, could help students improve their performance?
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