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The Master Is Back: 'Midnight Diner'
Returns After Seven Years
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Midnight Diner has survived. "The concern was, would restaurants like this even make it
through,” says Kaoru Kobayashi, the actor who plays the mysterious chef and owner in the
Japanese TV series Shinya Shokudo. It is seven years since the last season aired, and now
the Master is back behind the counter. "I feel very glad that we have left this period behind
and could therefore restart the series," says Kobayashi. During the pandemic, restaurants

around the world faced restrictions. The fictional Midnight Diner, with just 12 seats, was no
exception.

Midnight Diner began as a late-night program in 2009 and quickly grew into a sensation
across Asia. Only weeks after episodes aired on Japanese television, pirated versions with
Korean or Chinese subtitles appeared on the internet. Then, in 2016, Netflix brought the
series to a global audience. The show is slow, understated, and firmly Japanese. The 25-
minute program revolves around a diner in a narrow Shinjuku alley that is open from

midnight to seven in the morning. Continued on next page
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If he has the ingredients, the Master cooks whatever a customer wants. Each episode is built
around a dish, mostly home-style food like rolled omelet (tamagoyaki) or cabbage rolls. Its
distinct Japanese quality might be why the series is so popular abroad. "A very small
establishment where guests sit shoulder to shoulder enjoying a meal with complete strangers
is perhaps something particular to Japan," says Kobayashi. Foreign tourists often visit the
Golden Gai district in Shinjuku looking for something similar to the Midnight Diner.

Kobayashi says there are fewer and fewer places where people can gather, eat together,
and meet other people. More restaurants rely on QR code orders by mobile phone, delivery
robots, and a cash machine, making the dining experience lonelier. "It is the complete
opposite of Midnight Diner," says the actor. Despite the success of the series, the crew was
surprised by the announcement that the show would continue after a gap of seven years.
Filming began in January.

What makes Midnight Diner special is its high-class feel on a low budget. Kobayashi credits
award-winning director Joji Matsuoka for bringing in top talents from the Japanese film
industry—among them, Nami lijima, who also works as a food stylist for the show’s sixth
season. Given the limited budget, the series was filmed not in a studio, but on a set built in
an empty primary school in the mountains of Kanagawa prefecture. "When we started filming
in January, we had sub-zero temperatures. It was pretty cold,” remembers Kobayashi.

Fans should not expect the Master’s past, name, or the reason for the scar on his face to be
revealed. However, the Master might finally find love. But even with love unfulfilled, there is
still food for comfort. When the doors of the Midnight Diner finally slide open again, one of
the dishes served will be ikura don—a rice bowl topped with a generous serving of salmon
roe. The sixth season of Midnight Diner premieres in Japan on MBS and TBS on October 20.
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First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. survive £%% %
The family business was able to survive during the difficult year.

2. program i
Larry's favorite TV program starts at 8:00 p.m.

3. gather £F %
Families often gather at the city park on weekends to watch little league baseball

games.

4.industry %5
New technology is changing the farming industry.

5. expect FHET 5
We expect the new university library to open next spring.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Why did production of Midnight Diner stop seven years ago?

2. How did Midnight Diner become popular outside Japan?

3. Compare the dining experience in Midnight Diner with the
experience at many restaurants today.

4. Why do you think Midnight Diner has become popular outside
Japan?

5. Do you prefer restaurants where people talk with strangers, or do
you prefer quieter places?
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