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Iconic Shibuya Department Store
Closes After 58 Years
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

One of Tokyo's most iconic department stores, Seibu Shibuya, closed its doors on
September 30 after 58 years in business.

Located in the heart of Shibuya, the store had long been a major destination for fashion and
culture, helping shape the neighborhood's identity over the decades.

On its final day, large numbers of customers came to say goodbye. Many took photos of the
building and its famous window displays, hoping to preserve a memory of the store before it
disappeared.

One woman in her 60s said, "When | was young, | used to dress up as stylishly as | could
and come here again and again. It's sad to see it go."

Continued on next page.

Source: Iconic Shibuya Department Store Closes After 58 Years
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1_ Article

There was no formal ceremony, but as the store closed at 8 PM, a large crowd gathered
outside the main entrance, at times spilling onto the sidewalk. When the shutters finally came
down, the crowd applauded.

The closure affects the store's Building A, Building B, and Parking Building. The Loft Building
and Movida Building will remain open but will no longer operate under the Seibu name.

Store manager Kiyoshi Kobayashi expressed his gratitude in a statement, saying, "The
irreplaceable moments our customers spent at the Shibuya store are a precious legacy for all
of us."

Seibu Shibuya first opened in 1968 as Seibu Department Store Shibuya. It later became one
of the flagship locations of the Saison Group, the retail and cultural conglomerate led by the
late Seiji Tsutsumi.

Source: Iconic Shibuya Department Store Closes After 58 Years
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. destination B #ith
The destination of our flight today is Auckland.

2. identity &4
Music can become an important part of a person's identity.

3. decade 1048
It took over a decade to build the new train station.

4. preserve R#%F9 %
People preserve their memories by taking photos, taking videos, and keeping journals.

5. applaud #8¥9 %
The audience applauded and cheered at the end of the movie.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Why did many customers come to Seibu Shibuya on its final day?

2. Why was the store so popular over the years?

3. What did many customers do to preserve their memories of the
store?

4. What kinds of places in your community have a strong cultural
identity?

5. How do you feel when a familiar place that has been part of your life
closes?
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