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Swiss Swordsmith Opens His Own
Forging Dojo in Japan
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Swiss-born swordsmith Johan Leutwiler has completed a forging dojo next to his workshop
in Mihara, Hiroshima Prefecture, allowing him to carry out the entire swordmaking process at
his own facility, from forging the steel to the final finishing work.

The new facility, named the Mitsutsuna Tanren Dojo after Leutwiler's swordsmith name, held
its ceremonial opening on the first of the month. A plaque bearing the name "Mitsutsuna”
hangs at the entrance.

The dojo is dedicated to the process of forging heated steel with a hammer. Until now,
Leutwiler had traveled to a facility in neighboring Shobara whenever he needed to forge steel,
while carrying out only the finishing stages of swordmaking at his workshop in Mihara.

Around 80 people, including fellow swordsmiths and local residents, attended the ceremony

and prayed for the safety and success of the new facility. Continued on next page

Source: Swiss Swordsmith Opens His Own Forging Dojo in Japan
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1_ Article

Following the religious rites, Leutwiler and fellow swordsmiths demonstrated tamaheshi, a
process in which heated tamahagane steel is repeatedly hammered and stretched to reduce
its thickness.

In his remarks, Leutwiler expressed his gratitude to the people who had supported him
throughout his journey, naming his master, senior swordsmiths and members of the local
community individually.

"When | came to Japan, | didn't have a single relative or acquaintance here," he said. "The
reason | am able to have my own forging dojo and stand here today is entirely because of
the encouragement and support of many people.”

Leutwiler was born in Valais, southern Switzerland. He became fascinated by Japanese
swords at the age of 17 and decided to pursue a career as a swordsmith in Japan.

He came to Japan in 2017 and, two years later, began an apprenticeship under swordsmith
Yoshihiro Kubo in Shobara. After five years of training, he became an independent
swordsmith in 2024.

According to the All Japan Swordsmith Association, Leutwiler is the first foreign national to
be registered as a swordsmith under Japan's current system.

He purchased a vacant house in Mihara and converted it into his workshop. His work has
also earned recognition at the Contemporary Japanese Swordsmith Exhibition, where he
has received awards for two consecutive years, including a Newcomer Award.

With the new dojo now complete, Leutwiler plans to devote himself to full-scale
swordmaking.

"l want to face both the steel and myself, putting my heart into each and every sword |
make," he said. "l hope to become a swordsmith who can pass on to the next generation
what has been entrusted to me."
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. facility HEz%

Last Saturday, a new sports facility opened downtown, and it has basketball courts, a
pool, and an indoor track.

2. community Huigitt&
Members of the community discussed ways to help young children learn to read.

3. individually — AU & Y &
The music teacher worked individually with the students to help them improve.

4. convert £z 3
One of the bedrooms was converted into an office.

5. recognition 5L
Most people enjoy receiving recognition for the work that they do.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. How will having his own dojo help Leutwiler to make swords?

2. What happens to the steel during the process called tamaheshi?
3. Whom did he thank at the ceremony and why?

4. Why do you think it is important to preserve traditional crafts? What
are the benefits to individuals and to society?

5. What skills or traditions would you like to learn from an experienced
teacher?
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